THE SCORE

Mini Games
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Baseball

Another heart-breaker for Guam
baseball. For the second time in
three years, Guam has lost to the
host in the gold medal game. First
to the CNMI in 2022 and now Pa-
lau.

The format was supposedly to
be a 23U tournament, but the oth-
er countries brought their experi-
enced players up into their 40s -
except Guam. Nevertheless, Guam
proved to play with the men once
again, only to fall short for the gold.

3x3 basketball

It was a grueling tournament
with some tough competition. The
format was a true 23U tournament.

Our young men finished in 5th out
of six teams, after a 4-8 record de-
spite being +5 in point differential.

Our women’s team had to pull
out of the competition after the
first couple of days of play. Coming
into Palau with only three players,
one had to return home early, leav-
ing them to forfeit the remainder
of their games.

Beach volleyball

Our women’s team of Austia
Mendiola/Kirsten Serrano repre-
sented well, rolling through the
competition unbeaten before fall-
ing in the semis to the eventual
gold medal team from Vanuatu.
The D1 collegiate pair took home
bronze.

Our men’s squad finished a very
respectable 7th place.

Judo

Hailee Webber (half middle-
weight) led the way with a silver
medal, while Kyle Nunez (half
lightweight) squeezed in a bronze.

Softball

Another heart-breaker for Guam
the day after baseball settled for sil-
ver. Our women’s fastpitch softball
team put up a valiant performance,
but just couldn’t figure out Ameri-
can Samoa, losing to them in pool
play and in the gold medal game.

Swimming

Guam’s top swimmers came close
to medals early on, before finally
hitting the podium with Amaya
Bollinger’s (silver 200m butterfly).

Mia Lee (50m freestyle) and Is-
rael Poppe (200m freestyle) had
bronze performances that both
were just a hundredth of a second
from being silver.

Triathlon

The 2x2 team won bronze. Jake
Torres came in respectable 4th.

Manami lijima was unable to de-
fend her Mini Games crown due to
illness the morning of the race.

Va’a

Guam’s squad couldn’t hang with
some of the best paddlers in the re-
gion and the world. A true gauge

on what to expect at this level of
competition.

Weightlifting

Chloe Santos was the first Guam
athlete to get a medal, doing it in
fashion with a gold and two silvers.

Unfortunately, two lifters who
were medalists in previous Games
had to pull out right before the
start for personal reasons and
didn’t make the trip.

Football
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Under her center, Chandler

Mendiola, quarterback “Bubba”
Martinez was able to capitalize on
great field position and run in two
touchdowns herself.

“We’re just taught to drive and
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keep our blocks. I'm trying to push
them and then maybe, if it’s not too
rough, then I'll go up to the second
level and get another guy too. It
makes me happy [to get four touch-
downs]. Makes me feel like the line
should get a lot of credit for that
because they can’t do touchdowns
without the line,” center Mendiola
said.

On defense, the Packers were
equally as dominant, as the Angels
backfield had nowhere to run.

Defensive ends Cohen Leon
Guerrero and Savier Cruz were
instrumental at stifling the run,
keeping the Angels QB runs and
reverse runs from getting to the
outside. That allowed the Packers
linebackers to swarm the run and
prevent the Angels from getting
very far.

“I was feeling hype. I was feel-
ing good. I try to stop the play and
make sure they don't gain yard so
they dont win,” Leon Guerrero
said.

With an explosive showing on
offense and suffocating defense,
the Packers win their second to last
game of the season. As playoft foot-
ball approaches, the Packers look
to carry this momentum into the
postseason.

“Coaches are telling us to play
hard. We want to play hard and be
ready, Mendiola said.

Game recap

From opening kickoft, the Pack-
ers made a statement by falling
on their own kick. As Unchangco

squibbed the first kick, Lane fell on
top of it.

From there, the Packers offense
got the ball moving, looking to
Unchangco and Lane to move the
ball on the ground. After a big run
up the middle from Lane sucked in
the Angels secondary, Unchang-
co took advantage outside the left
tackle into open space for a 20 yard
touchdown.

After capitalizing on their onside
kick by turning in seven points, the
Packers nearly did it again as an-
other Unchangco kick awkwardly
bounced through the air and out of
the hands of the Angels.

Luckily, the Angels were able to
dive on it. On offense, the Angels
sat back in shotgun with Jasper Ra-
mos under center.

Looking to return the favor, Ra-
mos stood behind his blockers and
tried to break out to the edge. Leon
Guerrero was there to meet him in
the backfield for the Packers, and
the defense swarmed him from
there.

From there, the Packers defense
was all over the field, denying the
Angels any open space.

On offense, the Packers found a
bit of a struggle as the Angels ad-
justed by stacking the box. With
20 yards to go on fourth down,
however, the Packers made a gutsy
play and handed the ball off to Un-
changco.

Instead of running however, Un-
changco looked down the field and
found Jayce Hattori in the endzone
for a passing touchdown.
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